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Address by Graham Taylor (Club President 2016-17) 

on occasion of Club’s 80-year anniversary 

at Mudgee Golf Club on 3rd June 2017  

 

Let me start by thanking you all for 

attending our special function this 

evening. We sincerely appreciate your 

support.  

 

We will now undertake a bit of time 

travel.  The year is 1937 and we are 

about to leave on a journey to Rotary 

headquarters in the USA.   

 

As we move across Canberra we can see 

Prime Minister Joseph Lyons and his 

family in the tranquil grounds of The 

Lodge. Things are less peaceful as we 

travel over Melbourne. The final 1936-37 Ashes test is being played at the MCG. The 

Australians, down 2-0 after the first two tests, went onto a historical 3-2 series win thanks 

to some bloke named Bradman who scored 270, 212 and 169 in the last three tests. You 

probably understand that personally I’m not excited by this result. 

 

As we leave Australia we spot American aviation pioneer Amelia Earhart on her attempt 

to make a circumnavigational flight of the globe. Not long after she mysteriously 

disappears when flying over the Pacific Ocean.  As we approach our destination we can 

see a marvel of modern engineering, the Golden Gate bridge in San Francisco, has just 

opened to the public.  

Then, as we arrive at our destination in 

Chicago we notice the city schools are 

closed due to an increase in the 

numbers of infantile paralysis cases or 

polio as it is more commonly known.   

  

We make our way to a building, with 

the memorable address, 35 East 

Wacker Drive, where the Rotary 

International central office is located on 

the ninth floor.   

The date is Monday 26th of April 1937 

and incumbent Rotary International 

President Will Manier Jr, from Nashville 
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Tennessee, is in discussion with Rotary 

International secretary, Chesley Perry 

from Chicago. On the table in front of 

them are applications from many 

potential clubs around the world seeking 

to become part of the Rotary 

organisation. Among the pile of 

documents are applications from; the 

Rotary club of Curacao, the Rotary club 

of Maui, the Rotary club of Boulder City, 

Nevada, the Rotary club of Monaco and 

an Australian application from the 

proposed Rotary club of Mudgee.  

 

 

The movement for a Rotary club in 

Mudgee started in 1936 after local 

resident Mr. Ern Hume, while on 

vacation, was invited to attend several 

Rotary meetings. He was so impressed 

with the proceedings that on returning to 

Mudgee he told of his experiences to Mr. 

Gordon Madell, the managing director 

of the Mudgee Guardian newspaper. 

Things developed and a provisional 

Mudgee Rotary club was formed in the 

first quarter of 1937 with the mandatory 

minimum number of members. The 

Rotary club of Bathurst agreed to 

sponsor our club’s formation and the Rotary clubs of Sydney and Parramatta endorsed 

the application. Gordon Madell was the nominated club president and as you will see the 

remaining membership came from various backgrounds. Many of these members names 

were, or have since become, synonymous with Mudgee’s growth and history.  

 

So, let’s return to 26th April 1937 as the Rotary International president considers the 

Mudgee application. Perhaps it went something like this:- 

 

“Mr Secretary, you have given me this application from Mud… ghee – where is this place?”  

“I’m pleased to advise Mr President that it’s in the State of New South Wales, Australia.”  

“Well, Mr Secretary who is sponsoring the application?”  

“That would be the Rotary club of Bat…hurst  Mr President.” 

“I think Mr Secretary you mean the Rotary club of Bathurst. I think it’s important we try and 

pronounce these names correctly. Anyway, let’s return to Mud…ghee. How far is it from 

Sydney?” 

“Mr President, on the map it’s about one and a half inches.” 

“That’s great Mr Secretary. We already have a couple of clubs in downtown Sydney so a 

club in the suburbs makes sense. I’ll sure take time to check out the club and them 

Mud…ghee beaches when I’m down in Australia next year.” 

 

My interpretation may not entirely reflect what happened but it emphasises that due to 

the vision of our founding members our Rotary club was punching well above its weight 
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and our club pre-dates many other larger, well known towns and cities around Australia 

and the rest of the world.  

 

When our club was chartered it 

became the 4249th club in the world 

and approximately the 55th club in 

Australia. Although 4,249 sounds a lot, 

there are today, approximately 34,000 

clubs worldwide, of which about 1100 

are in Australia. Statistically, we can 

now say that the Rotary club of Mudgee 

is one of the first 12 % of Rotary clubs 

formed around the world and within the 

first 5% of clubs chartered within 

Australia. This is quite an achievement 

for our little town.    

 

Let’s get back to 1937. Although our 

club was chartered on the 26th April 

that year it wasn’t until 17th July that the 

charter was received in Australia and 

available for presentation to the club.  

Representatives from Rotary clubs in 

Sydney, Katoomba, Bathurst, Goulburn, 

Parramatta and the newly formed Manly 

Rotary club attended or as reported, 

foregathered, at the Hotel Mudgee for a 

well-attended dinner function.  

 

During the night, several presentations 

were made to the club; including a 

Rotary clock and bell from Bathurst, a framed copy of Rotary ethics from Sydney, and a 

lectern from Goulburn. The Rotary clock was subsequently mounted on a wall of Hotel 

Mudgee where the club’s meetings were originally held, but just like Amelia Earhart it 

mysteriously disappeared without trace. The bell, Rotary ethics and the lectern are on 

this display table. 

 

 

The lectern given to us by the Goulburn 

Rotary club has an interesting history. 

The base was made from wood 

obtained from early explorer Hamilton 

Hume's home on the Fish River, 

Gunning, and the reading panel from 

wood which once adorned the old 

Presbyterian church at Wollongong, the 

first church on the south coast. The 

church was demolished in 1936, one 

year before our charter dinner.     
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Past district governor, John Duncan, travelled from Sydney to address the charter 

meeting and he formally presented the charter to our founding president, Gordon 

Madell. We believe the charter on the display table to be the original document 

presented to Mr Madell. 

 

I’m pleased to say that tonight we outnumber the charter meeting as have three past 

district governors joining us. Brian Semmler, our district governor during 1981/82, Greg 

Bevan (and wife Lorraine) from Cessnock Rotary club who was district governor during 

2009/10 and Gerard McMillan (and partner Yvonne) from Singleton Rotary Club who 

was district governor in 2014/15. Additionally, we welcome Helen Ryan from Nelson Bay 

club with husband Mike. Helen commences her journey as our district governor at the 

beginning of July this year. Thank you all for joining us this evening.    

 

Since 1937 this club has been represented by two of its own club presidents who 

subsequently went on to serve as district governors. George Moufarrige was a member 

of Mudgee Rotary club from 1939. He became club president in 1948 and one of Rotary 

Australia’s district governors in 1952. Bob Geddes was our club president in 1988 and 

went on to be district governor in 1999. Sadly, Bob passed away in January this year. 

 

In 1948, our club sponsored the formation of the Gulgong Rotary club. Although the club 

has since handed back its charter a very young, Brian Semmler, commenced his journey 

with Rotary in 1962 as a member of the former Gulgong club.   

 

A little later we sponsored the formation of the Rotary club of Rylstone Kandos in 1949 

and this evening we are very pleased to welcome past club presidents Amanda Roach, 

David Roach, Gary Oakes and David Fuller with wife Helen.  

 

In 1964 the Mudgee historical society was formed as an initiative by this club in 

conjunction with several interested residents. With the help of the club the society 

secured the former West End Hotel for use as what we now call the Colonial Inn 

Museum. 

Our club also sponsored the formation of Mudgee Probus club in 1986.  

 

Furthermore, we sponsored Mudgee Sunrise club’s formation in 1995 and this evening 

we welcome current club president, Jenny Dowdy and many other members of the 

Sunrise club and their partners. I would also like to welcome my own club members, 

both past and present and their respective partners. Thank you all for your support.   
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Since the club was chartered in 1937, the activities of our club have been varied and 

although the scale and technology has shifted to meet the times, the focus of these 

activities has basically remained unchanged. The fundamental objective of all Rotary 

clubs was, and still is, to make positive, lasting change to communities at home and 

overseas.  As our MC Peter has previously mentioned our club members will recognise 

some special individuals this evening, who in their own unique and modest way, have 

gone well above that expected of them.  These people will be more formally introduced 

as the evening progresses.    

 

Over the years at a local level we have engaged in projects such as sponsorship of rural 

nurses, training of oncology nurses, mental health and audiology projects, palliative 

care and early detection of bowel cancer through the Rotary Bowelscan program.  

I would like to read you an extract from an email received from our 1991/92 

club president David Bailey who is unable to join us this evening. 

 

  

(Quote) 

I have fond memories of my time in Mudgee Rotary. Many of my contemporaries have since 

passed on but I still remember my ‘presidential year’ when, if we did nothing else, we 

started “Bowelscan” in Mudgee – the club performing the entire process, including the 

testing of samples under the guidance of members Dr. Brian Heber and pathologist Tom 

Hamilton.  

 

Today, 25 years later I still see people in Mudgee, who were diagnosed positive in that first 

year but with the early detection of a problem were able to be successfully treated. Well 

done Mudgee Rotary. 

 (Unquote) 

 

Over the years our club has provided medical and other equipment for the Mudgee 

district hospital. We have raised funds for establishment of the Mudgee room at the 

Western Care Lodge in Orange to accommodate patients undergoing treatment at the 

Orange regional hospital.  

 

We have helped finance the establishment of a residence for University of Wollongong’s 

student doctors in Mudgee, a project designed to enhance graduating doctors’ 

experience of rural practice and to encourage them to return to Mudgee.  

 

We also remain strong supporters of organisations supporting the senior and less able 

members of our community.  

  

The various emergency and other community service organisations have also been 

long-time beneficiaries of support from our club. One of those organisations is 

represented here tonight. Welcome Geoff Hawes the president of the Mudgee Rescue 

Squad. Thank you, Geoff, for the helping hand your organisation has provided to our 

community since 1975. 

 

Our club has long supported the adage “we cannot always build the future for our 

youth, but we can build our youth for the future.” Traditionally the club has been a keen 

supporter of our local schools and has provided support for the development of skills 

through a variety of Rotary programs.  
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Rotary Youth Exchange is a program long supported by our club. The program 

registered with State and Territory education authorities, provides an opportunity for 

students to experience the cultures and accomplishments of people from other 

countries. Tonight, we welcome Sophie McCormick who is Rylstone Kandos club’s 

inbound exchange student from the USA and Claudia Suntken the combined Mudgee 

Rotary club’s inbound student from Germany.   

 

We are currently sponsoring an outbound Mudgee student, Eddie Rava, who has been 

in Belgium since January. We welcome Eddie’s mother, Helen, and younger brother Tim 

to tonight’s dinner. We also thank the Ravas for volunteering as a host family for the 

combined Mudgee club’s inbound student from Norway arriving in July. 

 

On a similar theme, we welcome the Frost family (Marilyn, Glenn & daughter Grace) 

who have hosted Claudia during her Mudgee stay. I also see Venessa Rowlands in the 

audience. Venessa was an exchange mum for a previous Danish exchange student.  

 

We also have with us tonight Andrea Holden. Andrea was sponsored by our club earlier 

this year to attend the national youth science forum in Canberra. Rotary is a founding 

partner of this program. Andrea’s parents Chris and Russell Holden also join us this 

evening.  They have also been a host family for exchange student, Claudia during her 

stay in Mudgee. 

 

Thank you all. Without host families like those mentioned, we could not provide a 

student exchange program and give students and families in our community the 

experience of interacting with other cultures.  

 

Our club has a long association in Mudgee with both the scouting movement and the 

Police Citizens Youth Club (PCYC) or, the Police Boys Club as it was originally known. 

PCYC was founded in NSW by the State’s police commissioner through a partnership 

forged with Rotary to provide young people with a safe and positive alternative to life on 

the streets. The first PCYC was opened in Woolloomooloo on 1 April 1937 which, 

coincidentally  means the organisation also celebrates 80 years of service this year. We 

are fortunate to have the manager of Mudgee PCYC, Railene Doherty, as a member of 

our club continuing the close, 80-year association between Rotary and PCYC in NSW.  

 

On the international stage the club is a strong supporter of Rotary International’s 

flagship campaign to eradicate polio worldwide. Since 1985 Rotary, and its partners, 

have helped reduce the number of cases from 350,000 annually to just 37 reported cases 

in 2016. This global effort means that more than 16 million people have been saved from 

paralysis. There is an on-going commitment by Rotary to totally eradicate the disease.   

 

Over the years, Mudgee Rotarians have been quick to respond in the event of national 

and international tragedy. History records our donation to the Maitland flood victims in 

1949. In more recent times we have; supported Queensland flood victims, provided 

relief funding to the South Pacific tsunami appeal, the 2006 Cyclone Larry in far North 

Queensland, the 2010 Haiti earthquake and the cyclone in Fiji in 2016.  

 

Together with the Mudgee Sunrise Rotary club we have a current and continuing project 

to support those impacted by the bush fires that devastated our central west region this 

past February.  Later this evening we will hear from Laurie Dawson, who is the camp 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woolloomooloo,_New_South_Wales
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coordinator at Blazeaid’s Dunedoo camp and doing a wonderful, if not daunting job, 

replacing boundary fencing destroyed by the fires. Welcome Laurie. 

 

Tonight, time only allows me to just scratch the surface of the contributions made by the 

Mudgee rotary club over the past 80 years. So, in conclusion, I pay tribute to all the 

members past and present, and their respective families who have volunteered their 

time and given generously towards making our local and international communities 

better places.  

 

I commend both Mudgee Rotary clubs for the reputation they have established within 

the community. It is a reputation built upon integrity, trust and respect.  

 

We must acknowledge that without our generous supporters we couldn’t achieve 

anything like what has been achieved. Over a long period of time governments, council, 

industry, businesses, and individuals have entrusted us with their resources knowing 

that we will do the right thing for the benefit of our community.  We respect and value 

our role as a tried, trusted and reliable partner.  

 

In preparing for this address I have read hundreds of newspaper articles and some of 

these are replicated on your place mats. I will finish by sharing one article which, in a 

few words, says a lot about the generosity of the Mudgee community and its trust in the 

Rotary brand.   

The article is from September 1954, and 

our club was collecting tinned food 

donations as part of fund raising for 

disabled children. The club members 

came across the following note attached 

to one of the tins. 

It reads:  

(quote) 

Please accept this small donation to help 

the good cause. I wish it were more but I 

have to live myself on a pension. God bless 

you people of the Rotary club for your good 

work. 

(unquote) 

 

As we embark on the beginning of the next 80 years may the good work continue. 

Thank you.   

    


